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a historian as Gairdner accepts the story after
careful examination ; and no other explanation
of his resignation is forthcoming.

A Church that was sunk so deep in avarice
would not do more than wink at such an offence j
whether he was guilty or not, the young Wolsey
lost no respectability by his resignation ; and we
find him almost immediately presented with, the
living of Lymington, in Somerset. This prefer-
ment was the result of the favour of the Marquis
of Dorset, in whose gift the living resided, for
the younger sons of the marquis came beneath
Wolsey*s care, and fell under his spell, while at
Magdalen. The result was an invitation for their
tutor to spend Christmas with the family; and
Wolsey, whose fortune it was ever to impress with
his vital intelligence and powerful personality
those in high places, was shortly afterwards
presented with the living. Nor was the little
Oxford scandal the only fault with which he was
charged during these early years. During his
stay with the Marquis of Dorset he was thrown
into the stocks by Sir Amyas Paulet of Hinton St.
George, a neighbouring squire who later became
a Middle Templar, for exuberant behaviour after
a fair. The only piece of evidence for this on
which one can bite at all is the fact that his
biographer, Cavendish, employs it as an explana-
tion for the Cardinal's sour behaviour to Paulet
in the days of his own Lord Chancellorship.

Paulefs behaviour left no more smirch upon